CHAPTER  ELEVEN

PSYCHOLOGICALLY, the Seven Years War was not as
important for Maria Theresa as the Silesian wars. The
earlier campaigns had been the chief factor in the
development of her forceful personality, and in the
establishment of her position and of her political prestige.
Had she not asserted herself immediately after her
ascent to the throne, the Pragmatic Sanction would
never have been acknowledged. She would have re-
mained an insignificant ruler, and the Habsburg dynasty,
which had existed for five hundred years, would have
ended with her. During the Seven Years War, by
which she hoped fervently, though in vain, to reconquer
Silesia, she was merely a member of the Great Coalition
fighting against the further rise of Prussia; her country
was one of several Great Powers involved in the struggle
between France and England for the supremacy in
Europe and on the American continent.

Maria Theresa's attitude, her activities, and the
knowledge she displayed during the Seven Years War
showed very definitely that she had matured, that her
character was fixed. Her memoranda during the War
reflect her really astonishing knowledge of strategy, of
the larger issues at stake, and at the same time her
incessant interest in the most trivial housewifely details.

She followed eveiy movement of her armies, and
though she often declared that she would not interfere
with the decisions of her generals, she could not resist
sending definite orders to them. Many times she saw
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